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I p| Tne subject matter of the international application relates to: 

a. scientific theories. 

b. mathematical theories. 

c. plant varieties. 

d. n animal varieties. 

e . n essentia »y biolo « ical p rocesses for 1116 * roduction of plants ™ d animals ' ^ 411311 microbiologica1 proccsses 3,14 

the products of such processes. 

f - CD schemes, rules or methods of doing business. 

g. Q schemes, rules or methods of performing purely mental acts. 

h. Q schemes, rules or methods of playing games. 

i. □ methods for treatment of the human body by surgery or therapy, 
j. |~| methods for treatment of the animal body by surgery or therapy, 
k- □ diagnostic methods practised on the human or animal body. 

1. | ] mere presentations of information. 

m. □ computer programs for which this International Searching Authority is not equipped to search prior art 

2. O Toe failure of the following parts of the international application to comply with prescribed requirements prevents a 
— meaningful search from being carried out: 

□ the description the claims □ the drawings 

3 n The failure of the nucleotide anoVor amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
' L ~ 1 Administrative Instructions prevents a meaningful search from being earned out: 

Q the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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1 . Claims 1-21 fail to meet the prescribed requirements to such an extent that a meaningful search of 
claims 2-12 is not possible (PCT Article 17(2)(a)(ii)). 

1.1 Claims 1-15 do not meet the requirement of PCT Article 33(1), PCT Rule 5.1(a) and PCT Rule 6.3, 
according to which the claimed invention must be of a technical nature. 

Claim 1 relates to a "method of analysing useful data structured in the form of a data bank". The term 
"useful data" concerns, in particular, non-technical economic data, such as customer data (page 1, lines 
1 8-23) The indication that the data "are structured in the form of a data bank" is a purely formal data 
specification which is not further taken into account in the method steps. The method steps are of a 
mathematical nature: determining a common statistical model and applying a statistical analysis 
method to the determined statistical model. According to the description, the invention addresses the 
problem of "providing a method of analysing structured useful data which can also be applied to Targe 
quantities of useful data and achieves a high performance even in this case" (page 3, lines 17-20). This 
is a non-technical mathematical problem. The teaching of claim 1 is directed to a person skilled in 
applied mathematics, possibly also to an economist, but not to a technically trained specialist. Claim 1 
thus relates to a method which is not of a technical nature. 

The above objections likewise apply to the methods specified in dependent claims 2-15. 

1 2 Even if the subject matter of claims 16-21 were granted to be of an a priori technical nature, claims 
16-21 do not meet the requirement of PCT Article 33(3) because their subject matter does not involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

Claim 16 relates to a device specified only by the fact that it contains "units" to implement the method 
steps as per claim 1. The claimed device can be regarded as a universal computer which executes the 
method as per claim 1 directly in the form of a program. The method as per claim 1, as suck does not 
contribute to the technical nature of the claimed device. The objective technical problem addressed by 
the device as per claim 16 is therefore that of implementing the method as per claim 1 m a universal 
computer. This problem and its solution, as proposed in claim 1 6, is trivial to a technically trained 
specialist, in this case a programmer (PCT Article 33(3)). 

A similar argument applies mutatis mutandis to claims 17-21. 

The applicant is advised that claims or parts of claims relating to inventions in respect of which no 
international search report has been established cannot normally be the subject of an mternational 
preliminary examination (PCT Rule 66.1(e)). In its capacity as International Preliminary Examining 
Authority the EPO generally will not carry out a preliminary examination for subjects that have not 
been searched. This also applies to cases where the claims were amended after receipt of the 
international search report (PCT Article 19) or where the applicant submits new claims in the course ot 
the procedure under PCT Chapter H After entry into the regional phase before the EPO, h ° weve y, an 
additional search can be carried out in the course of the examination (cf. EPO Guidelines, C-VI, 8.5) rt 
the defects that led to the declaration under PCT Article 17(2) have been remedied. 



